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happiness in this world and dwell near your Guru
in the next/

While the tank was being excavated, dwellings
arose in the vicinity for the accommodation of the
Guru's Sikhs, visitors, and workmen ; and in time
a beautiful city was constructed, which was at first
called Ramdaspur,1 or the city of Ram Das, and
finally Amritsar, as it is now known.

Sahari Mai, the Guru's first cousin, came from
Lahore specially to invite him to grace his son's
marriage with his presence. The Guru represented
all the difficulties there would be were he to leave
Amritsar. Sikhs were daily coming to see him and
receive instruction, and it would be improper for him
to neglect his duty as Guru. In the second place,
wherever he went he was accompanied by a large
crowd of followers ; and it would not be right to
impose the burden of feasting them all on the parents
of the bride. In lieu of himself the Guru consented
to send one of his sons. He addressed Prithi
Chand, generally known as Prithia, but he made
excuses. He said that he had never before been
separated from his father, and he did not wish to
leave him now. He represented how important it
was that he should remain at home to take charge
of the offerings, and to ensure that they were not
misappropriated. It was also necessary for him to
attend the Guru's kitchen, and take care that
strangers received due attention. The Guru replied
that his own business was never interrupted, and
some other Sikh would willingly undertake Prithia's
duties. Prithia finally urged that he dreaded the
turmoil of weddings, and should feel unhappy if he
went. Prithia had two motives of his own for
refusing. He was in charge of the offerings, and
was able to furtively set aside much wealth for him-

1 This name, well known in former times, of the present city of
Amritsar furnishes an additional proof that Guru Ram Das continued
the work he had begun under his predecessor.